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100 Years Ago
NATIONAL NOTABLE EVENTS

   On February 8, 1922, 
President Warren G. Hard-
ing (right) installed the first 
radio in the White House. 
He had the further distinc-
tion of being the first Pres-
ident to be heard on radio 
when he delivered a speech 
at the dedication of the 
Francis Scott Key Memorial 
at Fort McHenry on June 14 over Baltimore radio 
station WEAR.

The Reader’s Digest was founded on February 5 
by DeWitt and Lila Bell Wallace in Chappaqua, 
New York. While recovering from wounds re-
ceived in World War I, DeWitt had the idea of 
condensing articles from several magazines and 
combining them into one publication. By 1929, 
it had a circulation of 290,000 subscribers in the 
United States. 

The Lincoln 
Memorial was 
dedicated on May 
30. Construction 
began in March of 
1914 with the exte-
rior building ma-
terial being Colo-
rado marble. The 
original plan for 
the statue of a seat-
ed Lincoln called 
for a 10-foot-tall likeness, but the huge interior 
hall would have made the figure seem diminutive. 
Plans were revised and the Georgia white marble 
sculpture was enlarged to 19 feet from head to 

foot, weighing 150 tons. 
Also present at the dedi-
cation was Lincoln’s only 
surviving son, 78-year-old 
Robert Todd Lincoln (left). 
The memorial is a stop on 
the itinerary of more than 7 
million visitors each year.

After ten years of excavating in Egypt’s Valley of 
the Kings, British archaeologist Howard Carter 
uncovered the sealed tomb of King Tutankhamen 
on November 4. The fact that the door was still 
sealed indicated it had not been discovered by 
grave robbers during its 3,200 years of existence. 
He notified his rich backer, the Earl of Carnar-
von. On November 26, Carnarvon was standing 
by when Carter drilled a small hole in the door 
and inserted a candle. Carnarvon asked if he 
could see anything and Carter replied, “Yes, won-
derful things.”

Howard Carter removing consecration oils from King 
Tut’s innermost coffin. Photos from Library of Congress.

Old Stagecoach Stop
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BIRTHS

Betty White was born on 
January 17 in Oak Park, 
Illinois. Betty began her  
seven-decade show busi-
ness career in radio but 
transitioned easily to the 
new television medium. 
She was the first woman 
to both produce and star 
in a televison show, the 
sitcom Life with Elizabeth. She has often been 
referred to as “the First Lady of Television.”

Carl Reiner was born in the Bronx, New York 
on March 20, with a career in show business also 

spanning seven decades. 
He served in World War II 
and was trained as a French 
interpreter but spent the 
last two years with Spe-
cial Services entertaining 
troops in the Pacific the-
ater. Carl was a comedy 
writer, actor, stand-up 

comedian with partner Mel Brooks, movie pro-
ducer and director, and author of more than 20 
books. He is probably best known as the writer of 
and actor in the 1960s sitcom The Dick Van Dyke 
Show.

Judy Garland, born Francis 
Gumm on June 10 in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. Her show 
buiness career began as a singer 
on the vaudeville circuit with 
her sisters Mary Jane and Dor-
othy. The act was known as the 
Gumm Sisters. She achieved 
fame as Dorothy in the 1939 
film The Wizard of Oz. She starred in a string of 
successful movies and was the first woman to win 
a Grammy for Best Album of the Year (1962).

Norman Lear, writer 
and producer, was born 
on July 27 in New Hav-
en, Connecticut. He has 
created numerous 1970s 
sitcoms, including All in 
the Family, Maude, and 
Good Times.

DEATHS
Nellie Bly, the pen name of 
Elizabeth Cochran, died in 
New York City on January 
27. Bly was a pioneering 
investigative journalist. She 
faked insanity and entered the 
Women’s Lunatic Asylum in 
1887 to report on its abuses 
for Joseph Pulitzer’s newspa-
per New York World. She also 
captured the public’s attention in 1889 with her 
trip around the world to beat the fictional jour-
ney of Phileas Fogg in Around the World in Eighty 
Days. Nellie circumnavigated the globe alone in 
72 days, sending dispatches along the way.

Alexander Graham Bell, 
who patented the first 
practical telephone and 
co-founded the American 
Telephone and Telegraph 
Company, died in Nova 
Scotia of complications 
from diabetes. He was 75 
years old.


